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martial exploits, and he had signalised the beginning of
his reign, like his grandfather, by repressing the out-
rages of those who maltreated the Church. He was
no less prepared to meet attack from his mother and
her kin. He obtained three thousand footmen from
Baldwin of Hainault. He was prepared for war, but he
was too sagacious not to see that peace was more to his
interest. The English king was seeking in the spring
of 1180 to form an alliance in support of his son-in-law,
Henry the Lion of Saxony, who had been disseised of
his vast possessions by the Emperor Frederic. On May
14 the Saxon duke defeated Bernard of Anhalt, on
whom Saxony had been conferred. It seemed probable
that he would win back his possessions. His father-in-
law prepared to enter into an alliance with the young
French king at the expense of the Flemish count, whose
support he would otherwise have been anxious to
secure. Philip of France, he thought, would give the
most important aid to the coalition against the emperor.
With his own aims, and the interests of the house of
Champagne in view, Henry met the young French king
at the famous meeting-place, between Gisors and Trie-
CMteau, on the banks of the Epte.
A. great dyke marked the frontier between Normandy
and France. It was overlooked by the strong castle of
Gisors, part of the dowry which had been given by
Louis VIL when his daughter Margaret married the
young Henry of England. On June 28 the two kings met.
It was probably the first occasion on which they had
stood face to face. It can hardly be that the great
English monarch, renowned throughout Europe as a
warrior and statesman, could have foreseen that the deli-